BTNA Board of Directors 

June 9, 2008 - Meeting Minutes 

Location:
Martin Luther King Community Center, 40 West 40th Street 

Time: 

7:00 PM 

Members Present:

Wayne Moss, John Barth, Chris Cotterill, Catherine Clements, Kevin Swiontek, Tim Nation, Larry Fitzgerald, Scott Fisher, John Countryman

Members Absent:

Andrew Follman, Tom Dolan, JoAnn Johnson, Kim Blanchet, Gretchen Neubauer

Guests: 

Nicole James, Deb Kunce, Bill Scott, Patty Mann, Karl Mann, Carolyn Barlow, Nicolaus Bict, Ed Potts, Netetia Walker, Catherine Moore 

	Agenda Item
	Who

	Opening Remarks, Introductions:

· Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM

· Introduction of Board Members

· Introduction of Guests

· Minutes of Last Meeting (Attached)
	J. Barth

· The May meeting minutes were approved by a unanimous vote.

	Human Resources Committee

· Isaac Willett Membership 
	C. Cotterill

· Isaac (Ike) Willett—Human Resources Committee recommends that he fill current vacancy with 2-year term to be voted on in October.  Introduced himself.  

· J. Countryman moved to approve Ike to fill vacancy for the remainder of 2008 and then be presented to the rest of the neighborhood for a 2-year term at the October meeting.  J. Johnson/L. Fitzgerald seconded.  Vote was unanimous in favor of the motion.

	Treasurer’s Report 

· Monthly Update 
	J. Countryman 

· Treasurer’s report:  Countryman passed out income statement and balance sheet.  117 memberships up to this point this year.  This is all we got for all of last year.  This amounted to about $4K.  
· Annual surplus this year of $448.60.  

· CVS at 56th and Illinois has agreed to allow BTNA to share in benefits from recycling bin in parking lot.  This should add a modest amount of income to the budget.  An article about this will be in the next newsletter.  

	Neighbor Comments 
· Comments from on the neighborhood 
	BT Neighbors

· J. Barth—noted that Dr. Alexander Moore passed away recently; he was a founding president of BTNA.  

· Comment from Deb Kunce of IPS.  IPS is conducting capital improvement campaign.  Phase III was approved in 2006.  Board now wants to lower the cost to $278 million.  Handout details the changes from the 2006 plan.  Plans may be presented on the November general election ballot.  There will likely be a public hearing on this matter in early July.  All are invited to attend this public hearing.  

· Bill Scott—came to the meeting concerned about degradation of sidewalks and public transportation.  Has been discouraged by lack of progress.  J. Barth:  noted initiative of various neighborhood blocks to request repairs from the mayor’s office.  Have asked neighbors in the newsletter to document infrastructure issues in the neighborhood.  Kevin Swiontek recommends going to BTNA website and click on contact us—then tell us where the problems are.  Catherine Moore explained the process.  

· Ms. Barlow—concerned about neighbors dumping trash in yard of vacant house.  Trees that have been cut up.  Vacant property—house still in the name of a woman who is now deceased.  Grass is not mowed and turns into weeds.  Calls to Mayor’s action center have not brought immediate results.  

· Also concerned about possible criminal activity in alley behind vacant house.  J. Barth brought out issue of other abandoned housing in the neighborhood.  Possibility of BTNA either partnering with a CDC to invest in vacant/abandoned housing.  

· Ed Potts:  Abandoned/vacant houses are seen as nuisance properties.  He is trying to assemble a group of attorneys to work pro bono and file complaints.  Carl Pebworth at Baker & Daniels and of the Meridian-Kessler Neighborhood Association is working on this.  The city has been discussing a housing ordinance that would put the burden of responsibility for public health hazards on the landlords/delinquent property owners.  Civil lawsuits might speed up property forfeiture.  

· J. Barth:  Thanks for including the IMCPL library activities in the newsletter.
Partnership with the Martin Luther King Community Center:

· Netitia Walker:  Martin Luther King Center is having a summer camp called reading for success.  Eligibility is based on geography and income.  Center provides cold lunch and afternoon snacks.  Has increased the cap from 27 to 30 on participation.  Response to the camp has been overwhelming.  Camp from 9:30 to 4—looking for volunteers to help.  Program is not funded.  Doing assessments (at beginning and weekly) to provide data for grant applications for next year.  

· J. Barth:  Thinks that BTNA can support camp financially—there will be field trips, and maybe we could support one of the off-site activities or the transportation.

· J. Countryman moved for a $1000 grant from the restricted funds already earmarked for youth programs to the MLK for its summer reading program pending an acceptable grant request to be approved by Executive Board members and a verbal report at the Oct. Meeting.  J. Johnson Seconded.  
· Vote unanimous in favor.  
· Board members, please let your friends and neighbors know about the volunteer opportunity.

· Peace in the Streets initiative (to be re-named; currently working on name)—back to school rally with school supply drive; will ask neighbors to help support that.  J. Barth hoping to use money from INRC to support rally.  

	BTNA Newsletter

· Editor position follow-up

· Discuss May-June edition, story ideas, board member stories 
	K. Swiontek

· Newsletter Editor position follow-up:  Losing current editor, but J. Barth has identified someone who may be interested in taking the position.

· Board members have volunteered to write articles.  

	History Project (s):

· BU Library Project 

· Video History Project 
	J. Barth 

· History project:  Video should be ready for display at the October Annual Meeting.

· BU Library—agreement has been signed and first piece of BTNA history is now housed in the library.

	All Neighborhood Meeting  

· July 14 at MLK Center 

· Agenda/Speaker

· Communication Plan
	K. Swiontek

· Will hopefully have Scott Newman and Olgen Williams at the meeting.

· Mayor may come to October meeting.  

· Communication Plan:  J. Barth looking into signs for publicity.  Will post flyers in neighborhood businesses.  

	Neighborhood Concerns:

· Crime

· Abandoned Houses 
	C. Cotterill/J. Barth 

· See information in neighbor comments above.

	Priority Updates:
Report by Committee 

· GAC committee: G. Neubauer

· Community Affairs Committee: K. Swiontek

· Public Safety Committee/Human Resources: C. Cotterill


	Committee Chairs

· GAC—G. Neubauer absent.

· Community Affairs—K. Swiontek asks everyone to please pass on the website and mailing list to friends and neighbors.
· Public Safety:  S. Fisher has been attending Mid-North safety committee meetings.  Wants direction from the board about what to say at these meetings.  Will let that group know about upcoming meetings and events.
· Ed Potts:  Mid-North Safety committee is trying to come up with emergency evacuation plan to assist with disaster preparedness.  
· Human Resources:  Looking for new members.  

· Meeting adjourned at 8:30

	Wrap-Up/Next Steps
	J. Barth


